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Appendix S1. International and regional meetings on children’s
environmental health convened by WHO.

2002. First International Conference on Environmental Threats to the Health of
Children: Hazards and Vulnerability, Bangkok, Thailand. This conference was held in
partnership with the Chulabhorn Research Institute. A major outcome was the Bangkok
Statement on Children’s Environmental Health, which established priorities for action and a
commitment to national and international activities in the area of children’s environmental
health (Suk et al. 2003).

2005. Mar del Plata Conference on Children’s Health and the Environment, Mar del
Plata, Argentina. Convened by WHO and PAHO in collaboration with the Argentine
Pediatric Society, this conference produced the declaration of Mar del Plata in which
Ministries of Health and national pediatric societies in seven countries of the Southern Cone
of South America pledged to make the protection of children against environmental threats to
health a high national priority (HEMA 2005).

2005. Second International Conference on Children's Environmental Health: Healthy
Environments, Healthy Children: Increasing Knowledge and Taking Action, Buenos
Aires, Argentina. WHO and PAHO convened this conference. A consequence was creation
of a network of Centers of Excellence in Children’s Environmental Health (Unidades de
Pediatria Ambiental) across Latin America. These Centers, known in North America as
Pediatric Environmental Health Specialty Units, now exist in Argentina, Uruguay, Chile, and
Mexico as well as in the United States, Canada, and Spain (WHO 2010b, Wilborne-Davis et

al. 2007).



2009. Third International Conference on Children’s Health and the Environment:
From Research and Knowledge to Policy and Action, Busan, Republic of Korea. More
than 600 participants from 60 countries met in Busan in June 2009. The Busan Pledge for
Action on Children’s Health and the Environment, which emerged from the conference,
called for a global plan of action to improve children’s environmental health in countries
around the world (Gavidia et al. 2010).

2012. International Scientific Conference: Environmental Health in the Political
Agenda. Montevideo, Uruguay on March 22-24, 2012. This conference was convened to
continue implementation of the WHO/PAHO strategy on children’s environmental health and
to build regional capacity in Latin America.

(http://www.dso.fmed.edu.uy/sites/www.dsol.fmed.edu.uy/files/materiales/1 pdfsam LIBR

O RESUMENES- Conferencia_Salud Ambiental-1.pdf (accessed 6 October 2014).



http://www.dso.fmed.edu.uy/sites/www.dso1.fmed.edu.uy/files/materiales/1_pdfsam_LIBRO_RESUMENES-_Conferencia_Salud_Ambiental-1.pdf

Appendix S2. Accomplishments of the WHO/PAHO program in
children’s environmental health

* Development of a training tool, the WHO Training Package on children’s environmental
health for the Health Sector (WHO 2011), followed by implementation of training
workshops in countries around the world based on the Training Package.

* Construction of the Green Page for environmental health history taking (WHO 2012).

* Incorporation of a children’s environmental health component, based on the Green Page,
into WHO’s Integrated Management of Childhood Illnesses (WHO 2010c; Pronczuk et
al. 2011; WHO 2012).

* Promotion and international coordination of longitudinal epidemiological studies of
children’s health and the environment (Golding et al. 2009).

* Development of environmental health indicators for use in countries around the world
(WHO 2009).

* Promotion of cooperative research, e.g., in childhood asthma; arsenic exposure in
pregnant women and their children in Thailand; and asthma and air pollution in urban
areas in India (WHO/UNEP 2010; Pronczuk et al. 2011).

* Creation of national profiles of children’s health and the environment utilizing the WHO
Multiple Exposures Multiple Effects Model (Corra 2008).

* Contributions to Global Burden of Disease project, showing, for example, that lead is
responsible for approximately 1% of the global burden of disease (Priiss-Ustiin et al.
2011; Fewtrell et al. 2004).

* Construction of strong proactive partnerships with non-governmental organizations such

as the International Society of Doctors for the Environment (ISDE), the International



Network on Children’s Health Environment and Safety (INCHES) and the Nurses
Network (WHO/UNEP 2010; WHO 2010c¢; Pronczuk et al. 2011).

Collaboration with UN Environmental Programme to remove lead from gasoline
worldwide and to develop a children’s environmental health newsletter (WHO and UNEP
2013).

Produced many publications in multiple languages on topics in children’s environmental
health (WHO 2010a, 2013a, 2013b).

Inception of a global network of Collaborating Centres in Children’s Environmental

Health (Sly et al. 2014).
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